The "lung shift" in treated schistosomiasis. Bronchoalveolar lavage evidence of eosinophilic pneumonia.
There is conflicting and incomplete information in the literature on the pulmonary reaction which can occur following treatment of schistosomiasis. We examined the pulmonary function, bronchoalveolar lavage profile, and lung histopathology of a patient with pneumonia and peripheral eosinophilia following oxaminquine chemotherapy for intestinal Schistosoma mansoni infection. Spirometry revealed restrictive rather than obstructive impairment, and lavage showed eosinophil prominence which was also seen in the interstitial and alveolar-filling process in transbronchial biopsies.